
3 Things You Can Do 
To Help Students Write More Creatively, 

(And, shhhh, boost writing scores) 
 

 
1. Learn from the best 

While reading an author with a strong voice, have students 
experiment with writing like that author.  Even better, have them 
revise something they have already written as if they were that 
author.  
Instead of: The library is boring.  “I think it is the smell that makes so 
many folks fall asleep in the library.”  (Bud, Not Buddy—Christopher Curtis) 
Instead of: My mother was surprised.  “My mother’s eyebrows shot 
up, her mouth fell open.” (“Daughter of Invention”—Julia Alvarez) 

 
2. Group writing   

Put students in groups of 5 (if possible).  Give each group a different 
prompt or the same prompt and have each student write an 
introductory paragraph. (Note: each group of 5 will produce five 
essays.)  Next each student passes the introduction to the right.  
Everyone now writes a supporting paragraph (but not to his or her 
own intro.)  Then the paper is passed again for the next supporting 
paragraph.  The writing should be timed with each pass taking a little 
more time because the students have to read what was written before 
they received the paper.  When the paper is one student away from 
the person who started the paper, it is time for the conclusion to be 
written. 
When the paper returns to the person who started it, the students 
share them in their group, and then each group will share their best 
effort with the class. 

 
3. Write to different audiences   

Give students a prompt and specify 3 different audiences.  Yes, they 
will have to write it 3 times and all three should “sound” different.   
For example:  Write about your favorite gift: 1) Write to the person 
who gave it to you, 2) Write to someone your age about it, 3) Write to 
the store or manufacturer about it. 

 
 


